                    A Brief History Of The Marlin Series Of Sportscars
Paul Moorhouse started as an engineering apprentice at Rolls Royce and went on to Teacher training. Over time as college and hobby projects he designed and built a 12m steel yacht hull and six different cars including two Jaguar based specials. The single seater below, based on Triumph Vitesse components, was built in six weeks as a project on his Teacher Training Course. 
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Before this single seater, he had already built two similar looking traditionally styled open two-seaters whose shape was inspired by 1930s Alfa Romeos. He was encouraged by friends to put the idea into production, and thus the “Marlin” was born. When he first went public with the Marlin in 1979, one of these two (536 URR) had already served 5 years as his daily transport. 
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536 was used in the original photo shoot (see picture below) and other advertising pictures.

After leaving Paul’s ownership, at some later date the car is believed to have been rebuilt and  reregistered as Q494 HEX. In June 2008 it was apparently sold into Europe, and it’s whereabouts since then are not known.
The second prototype car, (JRR 929D) is alive and well, and had a total rebuild in 2015-17
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The first production Marlin Roadster chassis was manufactured on 1st July 1979 with the first kit being sold for the princely sum of £655 inc VAT. This was put on the road as 758 FNP and is pictured above by it’s second owner.
Unlike many other kit cars of the 1970s and 1980s, which used the (usually rusting) chassis or floor pan of the donor vehicle, the light and nimble Marlin is built around an extremely sturdy box section chassis with an innovative roll-over bar integrated in the windscreen frame. 
This chassis was cleverly designed to maximise the use of running gear from any Herald, Vitesse, Spitfire, GT6 or even Bond Equipe – and also catered for the Rotoflex rear suspension from later models of Vitesse and GT6 by virtue of additional drillings in the chassis box sections. 
The bodywork is a combination of aluminium for the flat panels, and fibreglass for the moulded sections, including the distinctive radiator cowl, the outer wings, and the rear bodywork.
The early Roadster all Triumph based kits had subtle changes in body and chassis design from the prototypes and were required to be built from Triumph mechanical components from the Herald, Vitesse, and Spitfire ranges. These cars are generically known as Mark 1 Roadsters, and the design evolved gradually during the production run. Doors were an option on all cars from quite early on and they don't give an indication of age, as some later cars had none! The last Triumph based kit was produced in June 1983, and of the 236 all Triumph kits produced approximately 160 are known to have been put on the road.

The Roadster was redesigned by Paul Moorhouse into a Marina/Ital based kit, which looked very similar to the earlier cars but used the Morris Marina/Ital as the donor vehicle. The majority were built from a single donor car using all Marina mechanicals, the engines including the 1275cc A-Series, 1700cc O Type, and 1800cc TC (twin carb) B-Series. 
However, the earlier Triumph front suspension was always well regarded (more than could be said for the rear!) and customers sometimes wanted this, so over time Marlin built more than 100 “Hybrid” kits which had the Triumph front suspension system and Marina rear axle/suspension 
Over the years, various engines have been used from the original Triumph 4 and 6 cylinder engines, Ford Kent and Pinto and Zetec engines, various Italian twin cams and even the Rover V8. This all made for varied and exciting motoring and Marlins are a particular favourite with the trials brigade. The cars weight distribution and short wheelbase allow it to travel over muddy lanes and rocky tracks better than less advanced designs. 

The pictures below are of an Ital based Roadster.        
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           Pictures DC

Many of those who had bought Roadsters originally, now wanted to enjoy the fun of a Marlin with more room for their offspring and partners. Paul designed a car some 10% bigger all round than the Roadster, using Ford Cortina mechanicals and in 1984 the Berlinetta was launched. The Berlinetta came complete with previously un-heard of luxuries such as wind-up windows, a lockable boot and a hardtop option….and it’s curved windscreen top is a positive visual identification. As with the Roadster, the Berlinetta could be made to accept an almost unlimited number of different engines. With some further redesign by Paul, from late 1989 a small number of Berlinettas were produced using the Ford Sierra as a donor car, the main visual difference being the front suspension. The Berlinetta is a touring car rather than a sports car, and sales of Berlinettas were fewer than the Roadster, mainly due to the more limited market. 
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After the Sierra based Berlinetta, Paul produced another design, the Cabrio, and it was put into production in 1991. Still very much a Marlin in looks, it is wider inside and built around more up to date mechanicals, normally from the Ford Sierra/Granada/Scorpio. This car gives all the fun of the Roadster but with more modern comfort, suspension and power. Featuring an advanced chassis construction technique, this is the “posh” Roadster, and as with both of its predecessors can be made to accept a variety of engine options. The Cabrio is a superb weather tight “Grand Touring” car, and in more recent years several Cabrios have been built using BMW power and mechanicals.  
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